Making Your Own
Trap for Crawfish

By Bruce Ransom

HEN my family lived in southern
Louisiana, the local crawfish feeds
were a favorite summer event. People
would line both sides of a long table,
cracking, peeling and eating the boiled
red crawfish piled high in front of them.
These feeds originated with the Cajuns,
but crawfish are also eaten extensively in
Europe. Still, most Americans have never
tried them.

Crawfish, crayfish or crawdads, what-
ever you call them, are found across most
of the country, and frequently in good
numbers. With surprisingly little time and
effort you should be able to catch enough
from your local waters to sample them
yourself.

Crawfish are found in all but the Rocky
Mountain states, and in all kinds of fresh-
water, including rivers, lakes, sloughs,
swamps even dark underground caverns
in some regions. It may take a bit of pros-
pecting to locate them, but once you get
the hang of picking good crawfish water
you'll have an ample supply.

Often growing to eight inches or longer
(excluding antennas), one species reaches
a foot in length. Crawfish are colored all
shades of brown, red, orange, green and
even blue. Water depths of five feet or less
are preferred, but they will move deeper
in the winter. In Lake Michigan one was
captured 100 feet deep.

This seven-inch crawfish can provide ex-
cellent eating, and is easily caught in
homemade traps.
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The adults—the ones were interested
in—are most active from dusk to dawn,
and some even come out onto shore. They
scavenge both plant and animal matter,
but don’t actually prey on living animals.
If alarmed they will dash backward by
making brisk downward jerks with their
tail.

While seines, hoop nets, dip nets and
baited lines are all used to catch crawfish,
the simplest and easiest method is to use
a baited box trap or cylindrical minnow
pot. For bait, successful crawdad fishers
swear by everything from fish heads and
meat scraps to bread, liver and peanut
butter. Any meat scraps should do—the
fresher the better—but experiment a little
in your own locale. My mother, who's
making a killing off her dock, claims a can
of cheap cat food works best. Just punch
a few holes in the top and bottom and
throw it in the trap.

Since crawfish are most active at night,
this is the best time to fish. In the after-
noon or evening, set your trap in the shal-
low area of a lake or river backwater.
When you check it the next morning, sev-
eral of the ‘critters should be elinging to
the sides. You'll quickly learn which sizes
are too small for eating, and it’s also a good
idea to return females that are carrying
eggs. Check under their tails; the eggs will
be about one-eighth inch in diameter and
in clumps. If you don’t have any luck, try
a different area. They shouldn’t take long
to find.

The more productive months are usu-
ally June through October in most re-
gions, with late summer considered the
best of all. Youll find the crawfish get
larger as the season progresses. It's best
to check with state fish and game person-
nel to see if your state regulates crawfish
taking. Most states do not require a li-
cense but may have gear restrictions or a
daily limit.

Crawfish traps are readily available
commercially but it’s cheap, easy and fun
to make your own. The cylindrical min-
now pot with inverted funnels is probably
easier to build and less cambersome to use
than the box trap. About all you need is
about five and one-quarter feet of two foot
wide hardware cloth with one-half inch
square mesh, a pair of pliers, some wire
cutters and a little wire. Galvanized wire
of about 20 gauge is best.

Begin by cutting out one of the funnel
pieces as shown, but in paper first. This
pattern should be a semicircle 12 inches
in diameter, with an extra one-half inch
on its straight, eight inch edges. Bring to-
gether the two straight edges, overlapping
them one-half inch and paper clipping
them together. The small hole should be

A punctured can of cat food was used to
catch these crawfish in an overnight trap.

four inches in diameter and the large hole
12 inches. Once you get the shape right,
use this pattern to cut two pieces out of
hardware cloth. Wire each funnel’s eight
inch edges together. The finished funnels
are then rolled onto the outer factory
edges of the two foot wide hardware cloth,
wiring them to the big ends of the funnels
as you go. After the hardware cloth has
been rolled completely around the fun-
nels, overlap the edges one-half inch, cut
off any excess and wire the seam together.

All that remains is to cut an access hole
of about four by six inches to enable you
to retrieve your catch. It will be covered
with a slightly larger piece of scrap hard-
ware cloth and hinged with wire along the
lower edge. A short piece of shock cord
with wire hooks on either end will hold
this cover closed. Attach 10 feet of nylon
line and the trap is ready to use.

To make the funnels easier to form, you
can use a smaller mesh hardware cloth,
and if one-eighth inch wire is made into
loops and attached to both ends of the fun-
nels, it will add strength and durability to
the trap.

I figure it took me about an hour to
build my trap, and at $1.50 per foot I
spent $8 on hardware cloth. By shopping
around a little or building traps with a
friend or two, both figures could be easily
bettered.

Crawfish are easily kept in aguariums
for up to a year, providing much enter-
tainment and education for children and
adults alike. They like a gravel bottom
with some large flat stones, and will prob-
ably need some aeration from a small
aquarium pump. Their water will become
dirty fairly rapidly, so a small filter will be
helpful, too. Don’t heat the water, but do
cover the aquarium. You should have
about five gallons of water per crawfish; if
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To build a crawfish trap, start with five
and one-half feet of two-foot wide hard-
ware cloth. Cut two pieces in a semicircle
and wire them together. The finished
funnels should have one hole four inches
in diameter and the other 12 inches. Then
roll the finished funnels onto the outer
edges of the hardware cloth, wiring them
together as you go. Finally, cut an access
hole and cover it with a scrap piece of
wire cloth.
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you plan to keep more than one, choose
them of equal size and they’ll fight less.

Don't forget to feed the crawfish, but
don’t overfeed them, either. Fresh meat
scraps or raw vegetable matter will do
fine. In laboratories they've been kept
alive on all kinds of meat, cottonseed
meal, and even hay. Every couple of
weeks or so change half the water, pref-
erably with water from a clean lake or
stream.

Should you be among the majority who
would rather eat their catch, there are
several proven methods of preparation.
Most are simply boiled in seasoned water
for 10-15 minutes, Cajun style. In some
parts of the country there is a possibility
of parasites, so be sure to boil them well.
This done, clean them by twisting and
pulling off the tail, cutting along the top
side of it with some small scissors and pull-
ing the tail meat out in one piece. As for
the claws, break them off and crack them
to get at their meat.

Probably the best way to enjoy the fresh
meat the first time is to simply dip it in
warm butter or a shrimp sauce and pop in
into your mouth, We save tails and claws
over time, freezing them until we have
enough for crawfish bisque, stuffed craw-
dad shells, or my mother’s crawfish etouf-
fee, the recipe for which is included here.

Whatever your desires, you should be
able to find plenty of crawfish close by to
experiment with.
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- An old Cajun dish

pronounced “a-too-fay”

30 crawfish (use meat from tails and
large claws) ‘

3 green onions—chopped (use all of

the green part also)
1/s cup green pepper—chopped

1 tablespoon fresh parsley (/2 tea-

spoon dried)
14 teaspoon paprika
i/s teaspoon salt
/4 teaspoon pepper

1 tablespoon corn starch
2 cups water

/s cube butter
/s cube butter

If crawfish are live, put in boiling
water for 10-15 minutes. Separate tails
and claws from bodies. Clean them like
crab and shrimp. Use the meat from
20-40 crawfish depending on size.

Add paprika to Yo cube butter in
frying pan. Mix well, then saute meat
lightly. Remove from frying pan. Add
i/4 cup butter to frying pan and saute
the green onions, pepper and parsley
lightly. Leave in frying pan. Mix corn
starch and water together slowly. Add
this mixture to the pan; stir over me-
dium heat until it thickens. Simmer
five minutes. Add crawfish meat and
simmer five more minutes. Add salt
and pepper. Serve over cooked rice
{1/ cup uncooked rice for two). L]
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SNAGLESS
BOTTOM DRIFT SINKERS

For Casting Drifting Trolling. At last a
sinker that avoids hang-ups. Here are
the sinkers made of lead weight and soft
clear flexible plastic —designed to slip
through and glide over the worst snags
or bottom debris. They are ideal to use
with a favorite live bait or artificial lure,
and are equally suited for ultralite
tackle or deep trolling. Snagless Sink-
ers with attached swivel and snap are
offered in graduated sizes ranging from
Y4 ounce to 3 ounces. :

Ask Your Dealer . . . Send For Free Catalog

OBERLIN CANTEEN COMPANY
Box 208 / Oberlin, Ohio 44074

GIANT
HEAVY DUTY
INFLATABLE BOATS

2 MAN $38
3 MAN $50
4 MAN $65

Call Free
Before Midnight For The Next 30 Days

As part of an advertising test, Dunlap Boat Mfg. will
send any of the above size boats to anyone who reads
and responds to this test before the next 30 days.
Each Boat Lot No. (Z-26 PVC) is constructed of tough
high density fabric (resistant to abrasions, sunlight,
salt & oil), electronically welded embossed seams,
nylon safety line grommeted all around, heavy duty
oar locks, 3 separate air chambers for extra safety (4
air chambers in 4-man), self-locking safety valves,
bow lifting & towing handle and are recommended for
marine, ocean and fresh water recreation, camping,
fishing or a family fun boat. Each boat will be accom-
panied with a LIFETIME guarantee that it must per-
form 100% or it will be replaced free. Add $7 handling
& crating for each boat requested. Dunlap Boat Mfg.
pays all shipping. If your order is received within the
next ten days you will receive FREE a combined
hand/foot inflator/deflator bellows style pump for
each boat requested. Should you wish to return your
boat you may do so for a refund. Any letter post-
marked after 30 days will be returned. LIMIT three
(3) boats per address, no exceptions. Send appro-
priate sum together with your name and address to:
Boat Dept. #3999-B, Dunlap Boat Mfg., 2940 W. Pico
Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90006. Or for fastest service
from any part of the country call 1-800-824-9988 for
Boat Dept. #999-B (Calif. residents call collect
213-735-9363), before midnight seven days a week.
Have credit card ready.
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